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EVENT: Publishing Gone Ape: What Can Publishers Learn from Self-Publishing? 
Date:   September 25, 2013  

Shawn Welch, coauthor of Ape: Author, Publisher, Entrepreneur, discussed the self-publishing 
or “artisanal publishing” model he and coauthor Guy Kawasaki present in this widely sold and 
self-published volume. Addressing a fundamental question for publishers—namely, “What can 
(or should) publishing companies learn from the self-publishing experience to be more 
‘successful’ in their businesses?”—Shawn covered innovative, creative, and nontraditional ideas 
and strategies. 

 As self-publishing continues to become a more viable and increasingly appealing option for 
new and established authors, publishing companies of all kinds and sizes are confronting a 
world where their companies and services are no longer the only venues for publishing books 
and getting content into the marketplace. How will the rise in self-publishing impact traditional 
publishing, and how will/should companies change as a result of this shift? 

This event was held in cooperation with the George Washington University MPS in Publishing 
Program, Arnold Grossblatt, PhD, Director. 

EVENT: Dusting Off the Backlist 
Date:     October 23, 2013   

A panel of seasoned professionals had a lively discussion of backlist success stories from 
publishers big and small and those for profit and nonprofit. Christopher Kerr, John Boynton, and 
Kathleen de Boer discussed the importance of backlist sales, covering everything from college 
paperback adoptions to children’s perennial bestsellers to quiet nonfiction titles that found new 
life in unexpected ways.   

Kerr worked for Oxford University Press, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich (HBJ), and Little Brown 
before founding Parson Weems’ Publisher Services in 1997. John Boynton is a retired 
publishing professional and former Washington bookseller, who has worked in sales, marketing, 
and editorial at McGraw Hill and Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. DeBoer started her career as a 
bookseller in 1974 and has worked for several large publishers, including Workman (where she 
worked with Pearson) and Oxford and HBJ (where she worked with Kerr.) 

The event was held at Congressional Quarterly, 2300 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 
 

 

 

 



 
EVENT: Who Pays for Publishing: Changes in Revenue and Funding 
Date:     November 20, 2013  
(Additional information presented below) 
 
With changes in technology and options for publishing and disseminating content, publishers 
are looking for more creative and cost-effective ways to fund their projects and businesses.  
WBP explored two popular, but different, business trends: open access and crowdfunding. 
 
In recent years, we have seen the increased push behind open access initiatives and models, 
often in conjunction with the advertisement that open access is “free.” Everything costs in life, so 
what are the costs of open access, and who really pays? Jane Friedman, former publisher of 
Writer’s Digest and current web editor of the Virginia Quarterly Review, talked about open 
access as a business model. 
 
Crowdfunding has become an increasingly popular method of funding all kinds of projects. How 
can crowdfunding work in the publishing arena, and what avenues could it open for funding 
publishing operations? Amanda Barbara, vice president of Pubslush, a global crowdfunding 
platform for books, talked about the opportunities of crowdfunding. 
 
This event was held in cooperation with the George Washington University MPS in Publishing 
Program, Arnold Grossblatt, PhD, Director. 
 









EVENT: Washington Book Publishers Annual Holiday Party 
   and Book Exchange 

Date:    Thursday, December 19, 2013 
  

The annual Washington Book Publishers Holiday Party started at 6:00 p.m. Plentiful and 
delicious food and drink and some of the best conversation in town was had by one and all. The 
new 2013-2014 WBP membership directory was distributed. 

The Reading Connection donation: Children’s books were donated to the Reading 
Connection, a group based in Arlington, VA that provides books for at-risk kids in the DC area.  

The Book Exchange:  New or gently used books (unwrapped) were brought by attendees. 
Each book was put in a holiday bag and everyone then selected a bag and enjoyed a surprise.   

The party was held at the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade Center, One Woodrow Wilson Plaza, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave. 
NW 

EVENT: Washington Book Publishers Young Professionals Happy Hour 
Date:     January 30, 2014  
 
The WBP Young Professionals group had a great happy hour with good book talk at the 
Science Club on 19th Street in Washington, DC. 
 
About YPG: The Young Professionals Group is an initiative of Washington Book Publishers that 
strives to give young employees in the publishing industry a chance to build a community and 
educate themselves about the publishing industry. The group is open to any active Washington 
Book Publishers member who is 35 and under and currently employed as a book industry 
professional or enrolled in a book publishing graduate program.  
 
The event was held at the Science Club, 1136 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC  
 
EVENT: Website Usability Testing (Handout available below) 
Date:     February 26, 2014 
 
You have a website.   
You think it looks pretty good! 
But how are users experiencing it? 
What can you do to improve it?   
 
Charlotte McNaughton, Director of Publishing Technologies at the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE), and panelists Carrie Hane Dennison, Web Director, ASCE; Kate Walser, Sr. 
User Experience Designer, CX Insights; and Dara Pressley, Consultant, UX Diva discussed the 
fundamentals of usability concepts, described usability testing, and presented a case study that 
was based on tests recently performed for ASCE. 
  
 

 
 



Handout 
User Experience (UX) and Usability Testing for Websites 
 
Panel: 
Carrie Hane Dennison ASCE  cdennison@asce.org 
Dara Pressley  UX Diva dara@darasplace.com 
Kate Walser   CX Insights kate@cxinsights.com 
Charlotte McNaughton ASCE  cmcnaughton@asce.org 
 
Resources 
 
Dara’s slide deck is available at http://www.slideshare.net/UXDiva 
 
Steve Krug is a well-known expert on usability whose materials are very accessible to the 
novice.  Books include: 
 
Don’t Make Me Think!  A Common Sense Approach to Web Usability, Second Edition 
Rocket Surgery Made Easy: The Do-It-Yourself Guide to Finding and Fixing Usability Problems 
Demo of a Usability Test on You Tube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QckIzHC99Xc 
 
The event was held at the Congressional Quarterly, 2300 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 
 
EVENT: WBP Young Professionals Group Happy Hour 
Date:     May 7, 2014 

Young publishing professionals mixed and mingled at the WBP Young Professionals Happy 
Hour. It was a great opportunity for young professionals to meet peers and provide input on the 
types of events and speakers WBP could host throughout the next year. 

The group is open to any active Washington Book Publishers member who is 35 and under and 
currently employed as a book industry professional or enrolled in a book publishing graduate 
program. 

The event was held at The Mad Hatter, 1319 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington 

EVENT: Washington Book Publishers Book Design and Effectiveness Awards 
Date:     May 16, 2014  

The event featured an interactive forum with judges, the designers and editors of winning 
entries, and the audience. All books submitted to the competition were put on display, with the 
winning entries shown prominently. After the ceremony, books entered in the competition were 
donated to the DC Public Library.  

Best of Show 

The White House: its Historic Furnishings and First Families, Second Edition 
White House Historical Association and Abbeville Press Publishers 
Joan Strasbaugh, Editor Second Edition 



Patricia Fabricant, Art Director First Edition 
Bruce White, Photographer 

See the Design Awards page for more details. 
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